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he was absent at Peking, where he had been called to assist
at the marriage of the emperor.
The Prince of Koko-nor is the highest dignitary among
the Mongols in this part of the empire, his ancestor
having been made a Chin-ivang
by the  emperor  of   China, in
169 7.1    His clan,  called Wang
k'a or the "Boyal Clan," does
not number more than two hun-
dred families, and every mem-
ber   of   it   is very poor.    The
Prince is naturally the richest,
but his steward assured me that
his master   owned   only about
1000 sheep, 40 camels, and from
40 to 50 horses.  Any one among
them who owns 200 or 300 sheep,
8 or 9 camels, and a few horses is considered well to
do, and as his wants are few and satisfied at  little
expense he really is.    They all wear their sheepskin
gowns, or felt summer ones, till ragged and tattered;
their felt tents, when new, cost only about ten ounces
of silver; their saddles, harness, guns, swords, cooking
utensils and other necessaries can be bought for ten to
fifteen ounces more. They cultivate the soil sufficiently to
raise what barley is* needed to make tsamba; their goats,
sheep, or half-breed yak supply them with milk to make
butter; and the skins of lambs, those of the few sheep
they eat, an4 the wool they can shear or pull from them,
pay the  Sharba for all  the tea they require-     Their
l See H. H. Howorth, "History of    Khatf the conqueror of Tibet.   Prior
the Mongols," I, 525.   He says the    to 1697 this Prince of Koko-nor was a
Ch'ing-hai Waug descends from Dal-    vassal of the Tale laina,
ai Kung Daichi, second son of Gushi
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